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EDITOR’S NOTE 


Heroes vs. Villains ar 


So far, this summer, super heroes seem to be the theme in the 


theatres. And the latest release from Artbox is following suit in the | 


ard industry. Hero Collection Series 4 cards have hit the 

J in see them beginning on page 10. Check out 
which DBZ hero appearance in part one of a two-part 
article. After you’ve seen these cards 
turn to page 16 for your chance to 
win one of three Hero Collection 
Boxes. Sp: 
Irwin Toy has released their newest 
line of action figures. Turn to page 
18 to see the heroes and villains of 
Series 9. 

This month we put a new spin on 
our Z-Files. On page 6, we're takinga J 
look ahead at the next s Dragon 
Ball GT. Here’s your first look at some 
of the monsters that Goku and the 
gang will battle in the episodes ahead. 
And for those of you ready to battle 
these bad guys and can’t v 
episodes, turn to page 43 
our contest to win PlayStation’s 
Dragon Ball GT Final Bout (American 
version.) 

“And the winner is.. 
ing the results of our contest to be a published artist, your wait is 
over. Congratulations, to the three grand prize winners on page 
61. If your art was not selected, check out next month’s issue to 
see the nine runners up. 

We have received numerous phone calls about the Game Boy 


s hi 


aking about latest releases, 


” For those of you that have been await- 


Advance Legacy of Goku. “Where can I get a strategy guide? What 


are the different secret codes?” On page 20, we begin to answer 
those questions by reviewing the game and sharing some of the 


things we have learned. And if you are still looking for one of those _ 


hot games, check out our Cool Z Stuff section on page 67 and 
order one. 

Next month, we will continue with new strategies for The 
Legacy of Goku game. 
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Launch? 


3.) How many members of the Ginyu (9, 
Team does Vegeta kill? 


4.) What is the name of the first 
Japanese Dragon Ball Z the 


5.) What was the name of th 
DBGT song? 


song for DBGT epis What were some other possible 
official names for Dragon Ball 


vk GT before it was GT? 


Correct Answers- Power Level 408! Whoah! You're as strong as Piccolo was when Dragon Ball Z started! 

Correct Answers- Power Level 4,000! Aah! You're as powerful as Nappa! Don’t hurt me, I’m just an old man! 

Correct Answers- Power Level 15,000,000!! Unbelievable! You're a Super Saiyan! Good work, you've made your master proud! 
cs ount: ° er Selyanl You're a Dragon Ball Z master! 2 
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By GREG WERNER 


“The Dark Side of the Dragon Ball 


THE GooD, THE BAD & THE CIRCUITRY: 


he final villains of the entire Dragon Ball series are widely unknown in America 
because of how difficult it is for some to obtain DB:GT episodes, and they have not 
yet been aired on television in the US, but soon that will all change! We’re happy to 
bring you a crash course on all of the Dark Dragons. 


Dark Shenron- (FTFFTSCr 
he 


Be 


The evil incarnation of Shenron, this giant black dragon bursts forth 
from the Dragon Balls when they’re used after the Super Android 17 Saga. 
He poses no direct threat to Goku and company because he’s merely a 
messenger. He explains to the Z Soldiers and friends that because there 
were never any evil wishes made with the Dragon Balls, Minus Energy 
accumulated in the Dragon Balls, causing them to create the Dark 
Dragons. After explaining the situation, Dark Shenron bursts into 7 
different Dragons and the Dragon Balls spread across the Earth. 


7 Star Shenron-(~ 


This Dragon appears to be nothing more than a weak and cowardly 
mole-type Dragon. However, the Dragon reveals its true nature when it 
absorbs Pan and takes her power, which changes it into a powerful and 
dangerous form. Goku has to figure out a way to kill the Dragon without 
killing Pan inside! This Dragon represents the wish that was made to 
resurrect all good people Vegeta killed at the 25th Tenkaichi Budoukai. 


6 Star Shenron/Princess Oto-(* 


A fishing village becomes dangerously obsessed with a floating goddess 
they call Princess Oto. When Goku and Pan arrive they find that the 
Dragon Ball is actually with the young girl, and come to the conclusion 
that the so-called ‘Princess’ is actually a Dark Dragon! At first the battle 
that ensues seems to be heavily in the Dragon’s favor because it isn’t 
damaged by any attack, but the secret of the Dragon’s “strength” is soon 
revealed! The Dragon is actually rotating at incredibly high speeds, 
creating the illusion that it is a beautiful young princess, and the force 
of the rotations can deflect most attacks! This Dragon represents the 
wish Oolong made for a pair of panties. 


5 Star Shenron- (> 
This Dragon by itself doesn’t pose much of a threat, but it has the 


unique ability to make a protective Dragon-like shell grow around him by Ke 
absorbing electricity and attacking with electric slime. This Dragon rep- > 
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UNEARTHING THE DATA OF 
DRAGON BALL Z CHARACTERS 


resents the wish for Goku’s resurrection during the Saiyan saga. 


@ Star Shenron- 


Four Star Shenron is very special because it controls the Dragon Ball 
Goku believes contains his grandfather’s soul. With a power of generating 
heat even greater than that of the sun, this Dragon poses a major threat 
to Goku. But just maybe this Dragon does contain Grandpa Gohan’s 
spirit because he make a surprising choice at an important turning 
point in the battle with the final Dragon. He represents the wish made 
by Piccolo Daimaou to restore his youth. 


3 Star Shenron- (> 


Completely opposite of his brother, 4 Star Shenron, this Dragon can 
generate incredibly cold temperatures and uses this ability to freeze 
Goku’s appendages. Unlike 4 Star, this Dragon has no feeling for anyone 
and doesn’t think the idea of double teaming Goku to overwhelm him is 
a bad idea. When it comes down to it, he wouldn’t even mind killing his 
own brother. This Dragon represents the wish that erased everyone’s 
memories of Majin Buu. 


2 Star Shenron- 


Like many of the Dragons, this one seems harmless at first, but as he 
tries to stall the battle, Goku and Pan find themselves getting beaten as time 
passes. The secret to this Dragon is its production of Minus Energy from a 
nearby lake. The energy drains the strength of Goku and Pan the longer 
they stay in the area, and after losing the ability to even walk, the Dragon 
hurls them into the lake to let them drown. Luckily there is someone 
who isn’t affected by the Minus Energy with Goku and Pan that rescues 
them, and gives them a second chance to beat the Dragon. This 
Dragon represents the wish that restored Bora to life. 


1 Star Shenron- 


This walking mountain of spikes and teeth is the final and most danger- 
ous of the Dark Dragons. He steals the Dragon Balls and swallows them, 
adding their strength to his and making him nearly invincible. The final 
battle lasts for quite a few episodes and some very cool new tricks are 
revealed! With the help of Bulma’s Brute Ray Vegeta is able to transform 
into Super Saiyan 4 and fuse with Goku, forming Super Saiyan 4 Gojita. 
But will there be enough time to defeat the most powerful Dragon? 
You'll find out soon enough! This Dragon represents the wish that was 
made to resurrect everyone killed by Frieza and his men on planet 
Nameck. * 
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All-new Starter Decks contain everything With 62allaew tnigue and\powerfullcards;, 
that two players need to play a game. Booster,Packs Jet you customize your deck: 
Starter Decks A and B each include 25 to)play to\your strengths, One out of every, 

cards that are unique to that deck. two)Boosters includes a full-toil Power, Pius; 
Card (Look out for the mysterious Card) 
#88 trom the Inaugural Edition!) 


SpiderMan, the movie: © 2002 Columbia Pictures industries, Ine. All rights reserved 
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=e To answer the worldy question below, find each letter by moving the number 
= ¥ of: in the direction Place eoch letter in its numbered spoce ot the bot- 
ENTER NOW TO spe! on nt \ 


ae 
ol J © 1 
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12. Northeast-1 23. North-2, West-2} 
13. South-3, East-1 24. West-2 
14. North-1, West-2 25. South-2, East-1 
15. North=1 26, West-3 
16. South-1, East-2 27. South-3, East-2 
17. South-3 
18, North-1, West-2 29. 
19, North-2, West-2 30. 
20, East-1 31. South-3, East-2 
a 10. Northwest-1 21, South-2, East-1 32. West-2 
11. Northwest-1_ 22. West-3 33. Northeast-1 


WW 12 13 14 1 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23, 


24 25 26 27 28 29 30 3) «32 33 


The answer to the question is; 


Name “ 
Please mail entry to: 
Address. Beckett DBZ 
4 5 Artbox Box Contest 
iS tat 
uy. ote Zip, P.O. Box 800158 
Phone (. ) E-mail Dallas, TX 75248 


ONE ENTRY PER PERSON See page 66 for official contest rules. Photocopies 
are accepted. Three grand-—prize winners will be drawn. Entries must be 
received by 09/23/02. 
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Artbox Entertainment presents a new line 
of FilmCardz based on the mega popular 
Dragon Ball Z° anime movie collection. 
Anime fans can now rejoice as Artbox adds 
the DBZ Animated Movies to its line of 
successful FilmCardz releases! Our first 
DBZ FilmCardz set captures full-color 
images taken from the Dragon Ball Z 
Animated movies Lord Slug™, Cooler’s 
Revenge™, and the newest release 
Return of Cooler™! Artbox Entertainment 
has taken the best action and character 
shots from each of these three animated 
movies and have made an incredibly cool 
Dragon Ball Z Animated Movie FilmCardz 
Set that is a must-have for all collectors 
of DBZ, and anime in general! 


What to Collect: 
72 Regular FilmCardz 
9 Chase FilmCardz* 
6 Rare FilmCardz* 
3 Ultra-Rare FilmCardz* 


* Chase FilmCardz randomly inserted 
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Look for us at the 2002, San Diégo Comic-Con 


©2002 BIRD STUDIO/SHUEISHA, TOEI ANIMATION. Licensed by FUNimation® Productions, Ltd. Zartoox 
All Rights Reserved. Dragon Ball Z and all logos, character names and distinctive likenesses a art 
www.dragonbaliz.com thereof are trademarks of TOE! ANIMATION. Visit us at www.artboxent 


Fantastic Plastic 


By Dan Hancock 


IT JUST KEEPS GETTING BETTER 


INNAN SMES) AGLI GUNES 


s I’m writing this, Irwin has just released final images of its upcom- - 
ing series 9 figures. If everything stays on schedule, you should be 
able to buy the figures within a few weeks of reading this article, and bi 
trust me; this is a set you’re going to love. 
Series 9 includes Hercule, Krillin (with hair), Pui Pui, Babidi, and a 
Majin Buu. This is the second set of figures from the Babidi saga, and 
out of five figures, three are brand new, having never been made by t ® rary 
. 


either Bandai or AB. Let’s check those figures out first: 


Hercule, the “Earth’s Greatest Champion” is a figure that fans have 
wanted for a long time. This rendition should make them pretty happy. 
The facial sculpt is right on the money: powerful, a bit cocky, and a bit 
crazy. His afro is in place with some great-looking texture, and an excel- 
lent shape that nearly mirrors that of the anime. Furthermore, his cham- 
pionship belt has the little bat logo, with the word “Champion” molded 
right in. 

A beautiful sculpt and design are this figure’s high points. The only low points are a 
lack of articulation in the arms, and the fact that his hanging gi will “@ 
bly restrict the movement of his legs quite a bit. 


PUL PU] ee 


Pui Pui, in case you don’t remember him, is the first warrior the 
Z fighters face on Babidi’s ship. Babidi’s magic sends the fighters 
away to Pui Pui’s home world, where despite (or perhaps thanks to) 
gravity that is ten times Earth’s, Vegeta dispatches Pui Pui with lit- 
tle effort. 

Trwin’s done a wonderful job giving this alien face a meaningful 4 
expression. Pui Pui looks confident and condescending at the same time. 
The body sculpt is well done, and looks very nice in a statuesque way. 
However, this figure is really lacking in articulation. Its shoulders are 
swivel, not ball joints, and its right arm looks like it should be holding a 
bucket, not like its getting ready to attack. As a display piece, this fig- 
ure looks great, but it would be hard to pose for battle. 
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BABIDI 


Babidi is my favorite figure from this assortment. The 
sculpt is wonderful-the static positions of the arms are actually 
useful for posing the figure, as if its actually saying 
“Pappara-pa!” and casting a spell. The open mouth, slit 
eyes, and a cape, which appears to be blowing in a ‘magical 
wind’, enhances this figure. Also, the miniature size of this 
figure seems perfect, and it appears with this whole series 
that scale is one problem Irwin’s finally got nailed down. In rn 
general, this figure captures the essence of the character better than any I’ve 
seen before. <7 = 

The only problem with it isn’t with the figure itself, but the cocoon 
that comes with it. If that’s Majin Buu’s cocoon, it should be much, | 
much bigger. Granted, it’s just an accessory, but a better accessory at 
that size would perhaps have been Babidi’s crystal ball. 


KRILLIN 


This figure takes the AB Krillin figure and runs with it. The head 
sculpt is well done, and the slight tilt of the head and the cock-eyed 
smile are special touches. The beauty of this figure is in the details, 
like his armbands, the contours of his shirt, the drawstrings on his 
pants, and other details that are molded in, rather than just painted 
on. Also, I love articulation on little figures, and this figure has 
plenty of it. Krillin is a great all-around figure, and definitely blows 
the AB version out of the water. 


MAJIN BUU ed 
This seems to be the least-inspired figure in the series 9 


assortments. The sculpting is subtly different than the 
Bandai one, however, they are similar enough that it 
almost looks like a repaint. Buu has such a great range of 
facial expressions, it would have been nice to see 


something different, like an angry version or at y= ne \ 
least a version with its mouth open to a big, gap- 
ing hole. It seems that Irwin missed an oppor- = 
tunity here, and that’s a shame. ‘ 

However, they make up for that with Buu’s 
accessories. Not only does he come with Bee, the 
dog that he and Mr. Satan befriend (who is also 
the catalyst for Buu’s first transformation), but he 
also comes with a Dabura Cookie! The cookie 
looks just like an animal cracker, except it’s Dabura, re 
of course. This is by far the coolest (and funniest) d NK 
accessory ever to come with a DBZ figure! 


Look for these figures to be arriving in stores in the next few weeks! * 
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power-ups. You'll also reach level 
‘wo. Keep chatting with Master 

Roshi until a Saiyan warrior appears 
with some interesting news about 
your past. It’s at this point that 

_ Goku’s son gets kidnapped and the 
excitement really begins. 

Goku instantly gets transported 
back to his house on the mainland. 
Start following the paved path and 
avoid the grassy areas with the dan- 
gerous snakes. Near the pond, you'll 
find a few enemies who can be 


deftaed quickly in order to’ build up 
your experience. Reaching level three 
before leaving this area is a smart 
strategy, because the enemies only 
get harder to defeat as you progress. 
Later, in the dark and gloomy 
woods, small, blue, dog-like creatures 
will approach Goku and attack him. 
As you reach new areas, it’s always a 
good idea to save your game. The 
blue dog-like creatures move quickly 
and are powerful. They will diminish 
all of Goku’s health with just a few 
attacks if you’re not careful. While 
you can try to outrun these creatures, 
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fighting them is a much better 
approach. Be sure to chat with 
Chiaotzu to earn 500 experience 
points. In this area, you’ll want to 
recover the pterodactyl egg and 
return it to its mother. 

After a bit more exploring, you'll 
reach Forest Village. A blue dog will 
be waiting to launch an attack, so be 
prepared. Travel to the north and 
enter the house. Be sure to talk with 
the old man who lives there. He’ll 
send you on your next quest. 
Completing this new quest is worth 
another 500 experience points. 

Throughout your adventure, you'll 
visit many different locations, each of 


| which contains its own set of chal- 


lenges and surprises. Be sure to speak 


| with as many people as possible. 
| Some will offer valuable clues, while 


others will hand you items. Of 
course, enemies you encounter will 


often initiate attacks. 


Game Review:>>ececccccccce 
_ Dragon Ball Z: The Legacy of 
Goku is an impressive game from a 
visual standpoint, however, it isn’t too 
challenging for highly skilled gamers. 
Once you figure out how to get past 
certain obstacles or defeat the various 
types of enemies, much of what’s 
involved in the game involves explo- 
ration. Like most RPGs, there’s plen- 
ty of repetition in terms of the ene- 
mies you encounter and the types of 
battles you participate in. 

If you’re a fan of Dragon Ball Z, 
you'll love this game, because you’ll 


already know many of the characters. 
Overall, it’s a fun-filled game for 
gamers between the ages of eight and 
16. Dragon Ball Z: The Legacy of 
Goku is only compatible with Game 
Boy Advance. 


Tips G Trickseccccccccccce 

As you experience The Legacy of 
Goku, here are a few tips and strate- 
gies to help you succeed: 


© Energy For Experts - Hey, if you 
want to experience the game with 
unlimited energy, first complete the 
entire game, then restart it. You’ll be 
given unlimited energy once you’ve 
successfully mastered all of the quests 
and side quests. 


¢ Replenish Your Energy - While 
it’s possible to replenish your energy 
in the middle of the game using this 
cheat, you'll be returned to the 
beginning of the area or level you 
were currently on. When things get 
tough, to replenish your energy, save 
your game, then turn the Game Boy 
Advance off. When you turn the 
game on again and continue your 
adventure, you'll be given a full ener- 
gy and Ki bar. 


¢ Temporary Invincibility - 
Getting through a specific level will 
be easier if Goku can’t be injured. To 
achieve temporary invincibility, locate 
an enemy that fires Kai beams while 
Goku is flying. When Goku gets hit 


by one of these beams, he should 
land with his fly meter still on. This 
will give him unlimited health until 
he leaves the area. 


* Defeating Frieza - One of the 
most challenging battles you'll 
encounter is against Frieza. Beating 
this diabolical adversary won’t be 


easy. Make sure Goku has reached 
level 20 or higher in terms of his 
Experience. You'll want to use plenty 
of Ki to launch powerful Solar Flare 
attacks from close range, then com- 
pliment those attacks with a series of 
punches. Alternate these two types of 
attacks several times and you'll be 
victorious. 


* Collect Herbs and Senzu Beans - 
At any given time, Goku can hold six 
Herbs and three Senzu Beans to 
replenish his health. When you 
encounter one of these items, grab it, 
then retrace your steps and leave the 
area. Next, return to the place where 
you found the item. An additional 
power-up will be waiting for you. * 
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By Brian Hyman 


» Cle inttodulion G Cee 
OE2 CCE wold! 


t his month’s article takes a look at the latest 
—J addition to the Collectible Card Game by 
Score, The Cell Games. Let’s review the new tech- 
niques, card strategies and combos. Let’s begin the 
Cell Games! 


Hecw Teale: eaanenneE 


‘This saga was meant to disrupt current game 
play, add new methods of winning, and give more 
ways to stop your opponent in his/her tracks. This 
saga has been re-done with powerful new techniques 
and attacks that not only disorder the way the game 
is played, but also takes control of the events. Let’s 
look at the four new cards or effects that Cell Games 
has brought us that most drastically change game 
play. 


Endurance - With Endurance comes strength, 
and with strength come abilities. In Cell Games, 
Endurance provides a 
new way for you to 
take less damage 
froni strong physical 
or energy attacks. 
Endurance is played 
while you)are discarding life cards, Ifyou discard a 
card marked with Endurance; you have two options: 
If the card isdiscarded, you proceed to diseard the 
remaining life cards, but ifjyou remoye the card from, 
the game, you will be able to take as many life cards 
less damage from the attack. This move greatly 
decreases the overall power of Survival.decks, 


as 
Enciwrenre 2 ° 


attach ch 


Focused Attacks. 
This new method of 
attack has proven 
itself both yaluable 
and effective. These 
kinds of attacks cam 
only be blocked with 
a specific card that 


ie) www.beckettdbz.com 


blocks a focus attack. This means “omni-blocks” 
(like Goku’s Super Saiyan Blast) that block both phys- 
ical and energy attacks; do not work against this 
attack. These kinds of attacks are not necessarily the 
most powerful, but provide the greatest insurance that 
your attacks will hit your opponent. 


Cosmic Backlash - One of the 
two game winning cards, this one is 
inevitably stronger than the other. 
With the power to hurt either you 
or your opponent permanently, this 
card can get tricky. It reads 
“Physical Attack. Your opponent 
draws five cards. If successful, and 
you did not declare Tokui-Waza, 
then you win the game.” While this card can only be 
used in certain decks, and is situational, it will let 
you win the game, but only if your opponent can’t 
block a physical attack with one of those five cards 
he draws, or an existing one in his hand. 


Déagon’s Vittory - The latter of 
the two ganie winning cards. This 


one has the potential to win the 
game, much easier, but the initial set- 
up forthe card is mich morediffi- 
cults Whilejif can be used in decks 
that declared Tokui-Waza, having 
both players at‘ four anger. is quite 
difficult. This cardréads, “Your 
Warrior’ SWord nist read"anger to 
use this card. Wheny6u play this card, you may raise 
your opposiént’s anger one*fevel. If your opponent’s 
Warfior Sword’reads 4 anger, you. win the game.” 


Lée’s take an in-depth look at eight powerful 


Gohan’s Kick - “Physical 
Attack doing +3 power stages of 
damage. Cards that end combat, or 
cards that stop all physical attacks 
or all energy attacks, can not be 
used for the remainder of combat.” 
Truly a devastating card to say the 
least, this alone has game winning 
abilities. Although you only get to 
pick one effect (combat enders, all 
physical attack blockers, or all energy attack block- 
ers) this cards options are limitless. As the rise of 
Black decks is steady, this card will become increas- 
ingly more powerful as the game progresses, pre- 
venting your opponent from blocking your entire 
attacks, or worse, ending combat on you, stopping 
all of your attacks. 


Power Boost - “Endurance 3. 
Use immediately before you per- 
form an energy attack. You do not 
pay any costs for the energy attack, 
and it does +2 life cards of dam- 
age.” Wow. This card is not situa- 
tional whatsoever, and makes 
already good cards better. In con- 
junction with Krillin’s Heat Seeking 
Blast, you can perform an unstop- 
pable Energy Attack for more than six lives for free! 
‘This card will be a must for all decks using many 
Energy Attacks. 


Saiyan Triple Blast - Needa 
card, you got it! ‘This focused 
energy attack for three lives not 
only is powerful, but.also if suc- 
cessful, allows you to draw a card 
after attacking. This will become 
avotheF powerhouse for Saiyan 
decks looking’t6"attack your oppo= 
nent quickyand hard. 


damage. If syGéessful, remOyve the 
top=10cards of your Oppofent’s 
diséard pjle front the-game.” With 
great, gti play, disruption, a 
focused attack and Thore-cards in 
your opponent's remove from ganie 
pile, whafmore,gould you ask for? 
Tf you ar®funriing a Blue Stylé 
deck, you should seridtislygonsidef using ghis-card, 
because of the Tistof Namiekianflccks. 


Name lamsiacé Smack »PhysicalAttackedoing 


+4 power stages of damage. If you 
declared a Tokui-Waza, you may 
rearrange the top or bottom 10 
cards of your discard pile in any 
order.” This makes great use of 
the Cell’s Style/Battle Pausing 
combo, and can allow your oppo- 
nent to use Cell’s Style more than 
six times in one combat, allowing 
for some major damage. 


Namekian Restoration - 
“Endurance 10. Shuffle the top 
card of your discard pile back into 
your life deck. Remove from the 
game after use.” I almost skipped 
over this card, but after a double 
take, I realized “Endurance 10!” 
Wow! With this card alone, you 
can block almost any physical or 
energy attack, without even techni- 
cally blocking it. If that wasn’t 
enough, you also get to add one of those discarded 
cards back into your life deck, just in case your 
opponent hits you again. 


Orange Ej - “Energy 
attack doing six life cards of dam- 
age. If stopped, your opponent 
must discard the top two cards of 
his life deck.” Even if your attack 
is stopped, your opponent still has 
to discard ecards, which can be a 
great thing. Use this card for sure 
if you are running an Orange Style 
Survival deck. 


‘Tien’s Block “Stops_a physical attack. Raisé 
your anger one. Search your dis- 
card pile for a drill and place it in 
play,” Yet another very powerful 
tard from the Gell Gamesathis can 
Gause/an orange deck to win almost 
ablydys. If you are it; jam, and 
héed a dull to stop an)attack, oF 
even better, niake yourssitore: 
powefful, themase this, and you 
will’get a free drill from your dis~ 
card pile. Plus rais@youn anger’ 
‘one, which can be a very good 
thing if you have Tien level 3 aid"Dragon’s 
Vict6ryin your deck! 


Next month’s issue will contain more Cell 
Gages card reyiews, World’s Tournament prepara= 
tion, and moe in-depth strategies and combos. ® 
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Order Beckett DBZ Collector and receive a 
DBZ card booster pack for only $19.99. 
OR 
for only $27.99 receive a 
Exclusive Limited-Edition Majin Vegeta Action Figure. 
Either way, you'll be getting the magazine 
of every DBZ collector’s dreams! 
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What the Columns Mean 
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What the / 


rrows Mean 


Up arrows denote prices that went up since the last issue since the last issue. Arrows don't mean a card or set is 
going up” or “going down, 

Grading 

All cards and toys in the Price Guide are based on Mint damaged cards are generally sold for 2 x Mint value. Toys that are loose (out 
of package), are generally sold for 50 percent of the list 

Legend 

(©) Common card. (PV) - Preview Card. (R) - Rare card. (U) - Uncommon card. (UR) - Ultra Rare Ca {igh Tech. P - Personality. Holo - Holographic card, 
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Canada’s Largest Japanese Animation Event! 


August 23-25, 2002 


Metro Toronto Convention Centre 
Special Guests 
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Vegeta Trunks 


Japanese Guest of Honour: Kia Asamiya 
The Sailor Moon Voice Stars 
Marvel Mangaverse’s C.B Cebulski 
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Arthur Kim, ‘Age 14 . 
Granada Hills, CA 


Jason Lapham, Age 26 
Peabody, MA 
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DBZ Online talks Movies 


i ) 
| {he big news that has been posted all 
over the web for the last few months 
was the announcement by Fox Films of 
a live action Dragon Ball movie! With the 
immense success of Spider-man and Harry 
Potter, rumors are that Fox will pull out all 
the stops on this movie, and spare no 
expense to fill it full of terrific special 
effects and popular actors. No doubt 
rumors will be appearing all over the web 
about the film as production begins later 
this year. One rumor that has been talked 
about on chat boards already is the idea 
that there will be a series of movies! 
Previous Movies 
While the news is pretty exciting, 
apparently there has already been a live 
action Dragon Ball movie! Released in 


| 1993, Dragon Ball: The Magic Begins was 


filmed in Hong Kong as a Kung Fu movie 
with very little resemblance to the story 
Dragon Ball fans are familiar with. While 
licensing the title, all the characters names 
are different from the series, and the story 
might be a bit unfamiliar as well. 


Po 


A detailed synopsis, review, photos, 
music, and even a clip of the film can be 
found at: 
http://www.badmovies.org/movies/Dragon 
Ball/ 

Some of the movie’s characters may be 
easy enough to figure out: 

Monkey Boy is obviously based on 
young Goku from the original Dragon Ball 
comics and series. Also there is the lecher- 
ous Turtle Man, Grandpa, and Piggy, 
among others. 

In the story, Monkey Boy tries to keep 
the evil King Horn from 
acquiring all seven 
Dragon Pearls. There’s 
lots of Kung-Fu action, 
and even a Tittle magic. 
But most DBZ fans will | 
scratch their head and 
wonder how this thing ever got made. And | 
therein lies an intriguing tale. 


Web Findings 

Curious about this, I started looking up 
the terms Dragon Ball and Monkey Boy 
together in the Google search engine 
(http://www.google.com). In my search I 
discovered some fasci- 


nating information. 

Apparently, when Akira OO ‘ le 
Toriyama first came up 

with the Dragon Ball 


manga (comic book), he was greatly 
inspired by a five hundred year old Chinese 
story written by Wu Cheng’en known as the 
Journey to the West. The main character, 
Monkey Boy (also known as Monkey King) 
has a tail and an expanding staff, much as 
Goku also would. His real name is Sun 
Wukong, not much different from Son 
Goku. Oolong from Dragon Ball is obvious- 
ly modeled after Monkey Boy’s comic com- 
panion, Pig. It appears that much of the 
1993 movie’s plot and charac- 
ters drew directly from the 
500-year old story. 


Historians 
There are many other 


resemblances. Asian folk legend expert 
Michelle Rogers has a startlingly well- 
researched essay that compares Journey to 
the West with Dragon Ball at 


Rogers is a contributor to the scholarly 
Anime and Manga Research Circle, which 
has a web page at 


Many of the members of this group 
have web pages that can be linked from 
here, covering all kinds of fascinating sub- 
jects concerning Dragon Ball and many 
other anime stories. 

A must read, detailed look at the legend 
of Journey to the West and its influence on 
Toriyama can be found at 

Here 
we also 
discover 
that the 
legend of 
the 
Monkey 
Boy and 
his journey 
was actual- 
ly based on 
the true 
story of 
Xuan 
Zang, a 
Buddhist monk who made a journey to 
India around 1300 years ago to find 
enlightenment. The stories of this monk 
were embellished over the years, adding 
gods and demons he would encounter, and 
eventually became the stuff that Wu 
Cheng’en would write about. 

Elsewhere on the web, a Mr. Wang Tao 
in China has produced a series of English 
language stories from Journey to the West. 
The first few pages of this work-in- 
progress can be found at 


It includes the story of how the 
Monkey King got the name of Sun 
Wukong, and what it means. If you’re really 


fascinated by this story, the entire 1800 
page three book translation can be ordered 
directly from China for a hefty $79.95 at 


Also on that page 
is a link to a 52 VCD set (VCDs are much 
like DVDs) of 
Chinese animated 
cartoons based on 
Journey to the 
West, entitled Xi 
You Ji. This col- 
lection runs a 
couple of hundred 
dollars, so it’s 
strictly for people who have nothing better 
to do with their money. 

Finally, Kirby Bartlett-Sloan, a traveler 
to China, has placed a visual record on the 
web of his own journey to Guangdong 
Province where a walk-through attraction in 
Yuexiu Park is based on Journey to the 
West. The eight pages of photographs can 
be found starting at 


Past & Present 

It is truly remarkable that a single per- 
son’s travels thirteen centuries ago has 
evolved into a series shown on the Cartoon 
Network every day to millions of fans. And 
while Xuan Zang’s search for enlightenment 
has taken on entirely different form today, 
perhaps the meaning of his story is not 
much different than what we get from 
watching Goku, Gohan, and the other char- 
acters from the Dragon Ball series, as they 
deal with their challenges. At the least, this 
shows that Dragon Ball is not just a silly 
cartoon, but part of an ever-changing, deep 
legend that reaches into the far corners of 
history. 


I always appreciate comments and links to Dragon 


Ball web sites. You can send them to me at 
revry@panix.com and don’t forget to put “DBZ Readers 
Picks” in your subject line. While I can’t respond to all 
the email I get (U'd have to nothing but answer email 
round-the-clock), I do visit every single web page that is 
sent to me. * 
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